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COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS 

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION  NO. 2026-242 

 
TITLE:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDATORY CONTRACT AND 

APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 FOR THE PROJECT KNOWN AS BID 

#26-07 – LAURIE DRIVE TO ROBERTS ROAD REPAVING PROJECT – PHASE 

ONE (NJDOT FUNDED) WITH YOUR WAY CONSTRUCTION FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL $50,400.00, FOR A NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $308,690.43 

          ______________________________ 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Englewood Cliffs previously awarded a contract to Your Way Construction, 404 

Coit Street, Irvington, New Jersey, 07111, for Bid #26-07 – Laurie Drive to Roberts Road Repaving Project – 

Phase One (NJDOT Funded), in the original contract amount of $258,290.43 by way of Resolution No. 2026-

227; and 

 

WHEREAS, during the course of performance of said contract, it was discovered by the Town Engineer that 

additional, unforeseen drainage work is technically required to be completed before the road can be properly 

and safely paved; and 

 

WHEREAS, this additional work requires the execution of Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $50,400.00, 

which represents a 19.5% increase over the original contract amount and will increase the total contract from 

$258,290.43 to $308,690.43; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to authorize Change Order No. 1 and modify the contract with Your Way 

Construction accordingly; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer shall certify that sufficient funds are available for the additional 

amount of $50,400.00 in the following line-item appropriation:  

Line Item: Bond Ord 2026-08: C-04-26-007-000 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Englewood 

Cliffs, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that Change Order No. 1 for the Bid #26-07 – Laurie Drive to 

Roberts Road Repaving Project – Phase One (NJDOT Funded) with Your Way Construction, 404 Coit Street, 

Irvington, New Jersey, 07111 is hereby approved in the amount of $54,400.00, resulting in a new total amended 

contract amount of $308,690.43. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and other appropriate Borough officials are authorized to 

execute all documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution. 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this resolution, consisting of 1 page(s), was adopted at the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of  

the Borough of Englewood Cliffs, held on this 14th day of October 2026. 

 
   Moved    Second     Ayes    Nays    Abstain      Absent  

 

 

Mark Park 

Mayor 
 

 

Intashan Chowdhury, MPA 

Temporary Deputy Municipal Clerk 

Biegacz       

Liang       

Patel       

Kapsaskis       

Lee       

Koutroubas       

Mayor Park       











COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS 

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-245 

TITLE:  RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT OF A 

TAX APPEAL FOR  VERIZON NJ INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,616.75 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Englewood Cliffs have been advised of 

the proposed settlement of a property Tax Appeal filed by Verizon, NJ Inc. (hereinafter 

“Verizon”) under Docket Numbers: 0138268-2018, 005903-2020, 000809-2021, 00290-2022, 

004529-2023, 006156-2025 and 009911-2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, the subject property is listed in the tax records at Block 1501, Lot 1 and consists of 

various addresses; and  

 

WHEREAS, New Jersey law, specifically, N.J.S.A. 54:4-1et seq., states that Verizon is required 

to pay a “Business Personal Property Tax” (BPPT) to a taxing district in which they provide 51% 

of the dial tone and access lines in the local telephone exchange; and 

 

WHEREAS, Verizon has contended since 2018 that it fell below the 51% threshold in 

Englewood Cliffs and therefore was not required to pay the BPPT; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 2018, Verizon has filed tax appeals against the Borough, which were placed 

on the Tax Court’s inactive list, pending the outcome of Verizon New Jersey, Inc. v. Borough of 

Hopewell, which was ultimately decided by the New Jersey Supreme Court in 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, in Verizon New Jersey, Inc. v. Borough of Hopewell, 258 N.J. 255 (2024), the 

Court affirmed a methodology to calculate the BPPT, which is now followed by Verizon; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is Verizon’s position that the methodology indicates that they were not required 

to pay the BPPT for the tax year 2025 and possibly for the prior tax years pending appeal; and 

 

WHEREAS, despite their position, Verizon has agreed to withdraw all prior years except 2025; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Assessor and Tax Appeal Attorney are of the opinion that the settlement is fair 

and reasonable and they recommend approval by the Governing Body; and  

 

WHEREAS, the proposed Tax Appeal settlement is set forth in Schedule A attached hereto and 

made a part hereof; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to settle the subject Tax Appeal in 

accordance with the settlement proposal set forth herein; and  

 



WHEREAS, if the Tax Court rules as this resolution states, the judgment will result in a refund 

in the amount of $18,616.75; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified the availability of funds; and  

 

WHEREAS, the line-item appropriation is GL Account No. 6-01-250-004 - Reserve Tax 

Appeals.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Englewood Cliffs, that the settlement of the aforesaid Tax Appeal as set forth on Schedule A is 

hereby approved. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Appeal Attorney is hereby authorized to execute 

all documents and perform any act necessary to effectuate the purpose set forth in this 

Resolution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Court Judgment shall be accepted when issued by 

the Tax Court and the Finance and Tax offices are instructed to take the necessary steps to refund 

the account.  

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this resolution was adopted at a Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of 

the Borough of Englewood Cliffs, held this 14th day of October 2026. 

 

 
   Moved    Second    Ayes    Nays Abstain   Recuse   Absent  

 

 

Mark Park 

Mayor 
 

 

Intashan Chowdhury, 

MPA 

Temporary Deputy 

Municipal Clerk 

        

 

  

Biegacz        

Liang        

Patel        

Kapsaskis        

Lee        

Koutroubas        

Mayor Park        



SCHEDULE A 

 

The terms of the aforesaid settlement shall be as follows: 

 

The pending appeals for Tax Years 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023 shall be withdrawn by 

Plaintiff and Defendant shall withdrawal all counterclaims, if any. 

 

For tax year 2025, the assessment for the BPPT shall be zero’d out and  a refund for payments 

made by Verizon for the tax year 2025 shall be issued by the Borough. 

 



 

 

 

 
       RUSSELL R. HUNTINGTON (retired) 

WILLIAM J. BAILEY 

DERMOT J. DOYLE 
SIOBHAN SPILLANE BAILEY *  

DAVID S. LAFFERTY 

MAURA O’HALLORAN DEEGAN 
JOANN RICCARDI SCHUMAN 

 

HUNTINGTON BAILEY, L.L.P. 
COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

373 KINDERKAMACK ROAD 

WESTWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07675 

(201) 666-8282  

FAX (201) 666-9625 

 
WWW.HUNTINGTONBAILEY.COM 

 

 
 

 

 
      

      *     Also Member PA Bar 

 

October 14, 2026 

     

Attorney-Client Privilege/Attorney Work Product 

Englewood Cliffs Mayor and Council 

482 Hudson Terrace 

Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 07632 

 

    RE: Verizon Settlement – Block 1501, Lot 1; Various Addresses 

 

Dear Mayor Park and Council Members: 

 
 As you may already know, for many years, Verizon NJ Inc. (“Verizon”) has filed tax appeals 

against the Borough.  Presently, there are cases pending dating back to 2018.  By way of background, 

New Jersey law regulates the way in which Verizon may be assessed and taxed by a municipality.   

N.J.S.A. 54:4-1et seq., states that Verizon is required to pay a “Business Personal Property Tax” (BPPT) 

to a taxing district in which they provide 51% of the dial tone and access lines in the local telephone 

exchange.  The question, however, for many years, was how is that 51% calculated. 

 

 That very issue was litigated in Verizon New Jersey, Inc. v. Borough of Hopewell.  The litigation 

took many years and included appeals to the Appellate Division and the New Jersey Supreme Court.  

While the litigation was winding its way through the New Jersey courts, all of the Verizon cases (Verizon 

sued almost every town in the State) were placed on the Tax Court’s inactive list. 

 

 However, in 2024, the New Jersey Supreme Court approved a methodology to calculate the 51% 

of dial tone and access lines.  That methodology is currently being used by Verizon and, with regard to 

Englewood Cliffs, it is their position that they do not owe the BPPT for any of the pending years.   

We have been engaging in settlement negotiations with the attorney for Verizon and, ultimately, they 

agreed that they would withdraw all pending years except 2025.  The settlement will result in a refund in 

the amount of $18,616.75, based on our calculations.  Although that may seem to be a substantial refund, 

Verizon is giving up any claim to refunds for the prior pending years, which is an additional $85,208.23. 

 

It is recommended that the Governing Body approve this settlement.  The settlement will avoid 

further costs of litigation, which would significantly exceed the refund amount.  In order to litigate a 

matter this complex, the Borough would have to expend many thousands of dollars for specialized experts 

and legal costs.  Moreover, this matter has already been decided by the New Jersey Supreme Court, and it 

is highly unlikely that the Borough would prevail in overturning or modifying the Court’s decision. 

  



 

 

For all of the foregoing reasons, settlement is strongly recommended in this matter.  If you have any 

questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your continued confidence and support. 

 

      Very truly yours, 

      HUNTINGTON BAILEY, L.L.P. 

 

      JoAnn Riccardi Schuman 

 

 

cc:  Intashan Chowdhury 

Sarah Holbig  

Vince Buono 

 












